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ESM brief 

• Launched in 2015

• 3 coordinating regions

 

• Linked to S3 Industrial Modernization TSSP

Lombardy   -   Auvergne Rhone Alpes    -    Wales



ESM network

• East Netherlands
• Emilia Romagna
• Flanders
• Friuli Venezia Giulia

• Lombardia
• Lower Saxony
• Malopolska
• Norte

• Saxony
• South Netherlands
• Wallonia
• Wales

COORDINATING REGIONS

Lombardy   -   Auvergne Rhone Alpes    -    Wales

INTERESTED REGIONS 

▪ Aragon
▪ Asturias

13 PARTICIPATING VI REGIONS

Partner Regions (2026)

• (AuRA)Polymeris



ESM objectives

The main objective of the Efficient and Sustainable Manufacturing (ESM) Pilot network is to integrate a 
multidisciplinary set of advanced and innovative enabling technologies and digital innovations (TRL 7-8) 
and to exploit the regional Smart Specializations in synergic way to offer services to European end-users, 
mainly manufacturing companies, to solve specific industrial challenges related to their products. 



ESM mapping

Steering Committee  24

Cluster RTO Intermediary/consultant Authority

6 13 3 2

Members 221

Cluster/industrial RTO Intermediary/consultant Authority

26 87 27 56 (21 Regions)



ESM main action steps

Smarth Health
High performance 

through  3D

Linked pilots

AI



+ 4  funded projects

+ 9 proposals

ESM 2025 main outcomes



Funding key achievements
Past Projects

• DigiPrime

• FiberUse

Network 
projects

I3

Deremco
Batmass

Smart-Growth

InCircular
Closer

IRMHub

METIUM

INTERREG
Plastix

GreenSmartMed

Horizon
AIRedgio 5.0

Bio-Uptake

Cosme UA_EU_Cluster5.0

Euroclusters
5.0

MAT4EU

Open Call

Open Call

Project proposals

• I3 and Horizon have been drafted

• 2 Erasmus

• 2 Alpine Space

Access to HUBs

Vinnovate: 7 proposals evaluated linked to ESM



ESM 2025 key events



ESM projects mapping



ESM running networked projects

Pilot/Democase Name Call

De-Reman BatMass I3 Organization of workshops and events related to the development of a European Circular 
Battery Valley

Polymer-based functional Products InCircular I3

Cross pilots Plastix Interreg Identify best practices and interregional initiatives related to sustainability and 

circularity in the plastics sector

Digital Trasformation AI Redgio 5.0 Horizon Extend the AI REGIO approach by taking into account the principles of Industry 5.0, AI-at-the-
edge, and the EDIH network."

De-Reman DeremCo I3 Establish a systemic, cross-sectoral, demand-driven, and circular approach for the reuse of 
composite materials and components in new high value-added products

ESM Pilot Smart Growth I3 Support for dissemination and synergies with EU clusters related to the application of AI in the 
manufacturing processes of synthetic crystals for higher efficiency and quality

Cross-democases GreenSmartMed Interreg Development of a methodology in the sectors of machinery, textiles, plastics, agri-food, and 
batteries for international cooperation towards sustainable and resilient manufacturing

De-Reman Closer I3 Support for dissemination, market analysis, and exploitation related to circular economy 
applications in the semiconductor industry

Cross-democases IRMHub I3 Development of an interregional circular network on raw materials

Cross-democases UA_EU_Cluster5.0 Cosme Sharing regional experiences to foster Ukraine manufacturing clusters

De-Reman Charge Interreg Powering Green Transition

Polymer-based functional Products MAT4EU Euroclusters New and circular materials

De-Reman METIUM I3 Urban mining ecosystem



Q&A on 2025 results
(Regions subscribed to pilots & involved actors and interested regions)



ESM 2026 rescoping

The main objective of the Efficient and Sustainable Manufacturing (ESM) Pilot network is to integrate a 
multidisciplinary set of advanced and innovative enabling technologies and digital innovations (TRL 7-8) 
and to exploit the regional Smart Specializations in synergic way to offer services to European end-users, 
mainly manufacturing companies, to solve specific industrial challenges related to their products. 

Flexible
Small lots

Zero defects
Remote control

Advanced/Smart materials
High Value material mining

Produce Sustainability



Upcoming ESM challenges

Twin transition offers some opportunities, are SMEs ready to help value chains competitiveness? 

• more sustainable

• smart polymers

• machining

Advanced
materials

• Products are designed to last (alap)

• Automate a non-standard feeding (DPP)
• Necessary who will collect and prepare the raw material or reman subsystems

• Useful example of final use

Demanufacturing

• Simualation and DT

• Human interface and coboting
• Remote control & maintenance

• Billing
• Financial flow

Machine design and 
Servitization



iAM-i an unavoidable base for ESM and 3D printing

Advanced Materials are materials designed or engineered to deliver new or 
enhanced properties or structural features for improved functionality 
and/or specific applications. They span the range from traditional advanced 
materials and their enhanced variants to the latest emerging materials



Europe’s Advanced Materials R&I ecosystem needs the Advanced 
Materials Act to be a holistic, consistent and coordinated framework 
that complements the Critical Raw Materials Act, the Net Zero Industry 
Act, the Industrial Accelerators Act… and goes beyond 



2026 fund raising



2026 fund raising

VInnovate 2026

RFCS

HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04: Optimise the usage of resources in a circular economy 
HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05: Circular innovative advancedmaterials
HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14: Improving availability of secondary raw materials recycling
HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITALEMERGING-51-twostage: AI improved advanced manufacturing
HORIZON-CL5-2026-03-D3-12: Long-lifetime and optimised use of materials in recyclable process
HORIZON-CL5-2026-03-D3-13: Industrial scale up and circularity pathway for IPV technologies
HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-CIRCBIO-02: Advancing recycling technologies textiles
HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-CIRCBIO-03: Advanced recovery of critical raw materials from Waste from Electrical and Electronic

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-04&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-05&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-01-MAT-PROD-14&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2026-02-DIGITAL-EMERGING-51-two-stage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
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2026 benefits

Key actions enhancements Key expected benefits

From project calls to ecosystemic collaboration 
calls

Continue collaboration after deadlines and if not 
succesful

Test two pilot studies See in methodologies can be applied to other 
pilots/regions

Mapping needs Complementary or overlapped expecially regarding 
pilots merging

New democase Widening ESM scope to a very large domain

From project objectives to industrial applications Linking advanced materials to machining and final 
products

Present first 2025 Vinnovate outcomes Scale up of ideas or enterprises 

New collaboration with S3 CoP service provider New services provided

Involvements of SMEs Increasing number of SMEs in EU opportunities



2026 program

Activity Date Status info

Democasse update Every 2 months Ongoing Strategic Communities @ AFIL

Open Innovation action 2026 To be started

Presentation to Quebec economic 
delegation

22 Jan Done In presence event

ESM Pilot event 18 march (TBC) scheduling Regione Lombardia premises Bruxelles 

NLs Feb, June, Nov TBD

Call with prospect parters June ongoing NE-Romania, Gallicia, Mobinov, InnovateUK,  
Cardiff Met, Basque KIC, CAAR Aragon

S3 conference TBD TBD New supplier

Presentation Vanguard/ESM TBD To be done CmR

Vinnovate info session TBD To be scheduled by RL Online (ESM partners)

Smart Polymers Congress 17 November Milan With Polimerys and Lombardy Region Gov

ESM Pilot Event 18 November Milan side to SPC

Cross Pilot event 2/4 TBD TBD 3D/AI/Smart Health

Ecosystem data analysis 2026 To be started

Pilot Steering Committee March and 
November

TBD online



New startup mapping based on DCs enterprises innovation needs



ESM startup solutions mapping



RTOs
Research
Developing tech to meet needs

Bridge Orgs
Knowledge transfer and solutions 
Closing the gaps 

SMEs
Improve processes to be competitive
Extract the value by products

Testing specific flavours of tech solutions

Policy framework: legislation, supports, tools, capacity building



Topics for Plenary events in 2026

Open discussion:
Most relevants EU initiatives (S3, CmR, RIS) impacting ESM
Models and practices

Needs 
Do we know other regions pilot related needs?
More integrated projects, via DCs?
Collaboration vs competition
New challenges….new opportunities

Resources
Mapping DCs-S3-RTOs? (Via survey)
Collaboration platforms and OI
Regional Experiences exchange
Business impact via DCs
Dissemination material & Events?

Interested Regions
▪ NE-Romania
▪ Galicia



Q&A on 2026 planning
(Regions subscribed to pilots & involved actors and interested regions)


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: ESM network
	Slide 4: ESM objectives
	Slide 5: ESM mapping
	Slide 6: ESM main action steps
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: ESM 2026 rescoping
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: 2026 fund raising
	Slide 18: 2026 fund raising
	Slide 19: 2026 benefits
	Slide 20: 2026 program
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25

